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Rapid Response: OB
Quick hitters from across the country!



Pregnancy & PP Immunization List
Pregnancy Highlight Card from the Immunize Kansas Coalition (IKC), 
which provides information on the four recommended vaccines for 
pregnant women

Find IKC vaccine highlight cards, brochures, and featured campaigns 
on their key resources page
Pregnancy Highlight Card -
English-
https://immunizekansascoalition.org/documents/Pregnancy%20Va

ccine%20Insert%20-%20web.pdf

Spanish- -
https://www.immunizekansascoalition.org/documents/Spanish%20

Pregnancy%20Vaccine%20Insert.pdf

Key Resources Page-
https://www.immunizekansascoalition.org/key-resources.asp
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Rapid Response: Peds
MAJOR CHANGE coming to Hepatitis B vaccine in all KS hospitals

The Vaccines For Children (VFC) Program is a federal entitlement program for infants who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 

American Indian / Alaskan Native 

Medicaid Title 19 

Medicaid Title 21 (through State CHIP funds) 

Uninsured 

Underinsured (insured but cap on dollar amount, specific vaccines, or specific ages) Only available through a Local Health Department, Federally Qualified Health Center, or Rural Health Clinic. 

**Infants covered by private insurance are not VFC eligible. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is sunsetting the Hepatitis B Birth Dose Program due to the available funds through the VFC Program. 317 funds will no 
longer be available for use for pediatric intent. All pediatric vaccine will either have to be covered by private insurance or the patient will need to be VFC eligible (see the above 
eligibility criteria).

What immunizations would a birthing hospital need to carry through the VFC Program The VFC Program requires enrolled providers to carry all age-appropriate Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended immunizations. For hospitals this would mean, Nirsevimab and Hep B would both be required to be carried.

If you have any additional questions:
Contact: 

Rachel Sample, RN Vaccine Operations Manager  Rachel.sample@ks.gov



FTI Project: Updates on 
Completion steps



How do I submit “completion” documentation 
for FTI Projects

NOT   Qhi!
Yes to Kari or Terrah!



Our Speakers



Neonatal Immunizations
Kayla Maalouf, MD

KU Pediatrics

September 24th, 2024



Objectives

Review 
recommendations for 

Hepatitis B vaccine 
for newborns

Discuss RSV 
epidemiology

Define RSV and 
recognize high risk 

groups

Track history of RSV 
vaccine development

Recognize the 
differences between 
Synagis, Beyfortus 

and Abrysvo

Determine eligibility 
criteria for the RSV 

immunization

Understand the 
challenges of initial 

roll-out

Be prepared for 
2024-25 RSV season



Hepatitis B Vaccine

• Hepatitis B is an infectious disease

• Can cause liver damage and liver cancer

• No cure for hepatitis B

• Maternal to newborn transfer is possible

• First dose given within 24 hours of birth

• Hep B+ moms give vaccine and Hep B 
immunoglobulin- given within 12 hours 
of birth

(pixnio.com)

(CDC, 2023)

https://pixnio.com/people/children-kids/foot-baby-newborn-woman-child-skin-hand-beautician


RSV by the 
Numbers

- Children < 5 yrs old 
hospitalizations/year

- USA: 58,000-80,000 
- Worldwide: 3.6 million

- Children < 5 yrs old 
deaths/year

- USA: 100-500
- Worldwide: 100,000+

- 20–30% of infants develop 
LRTI such as bronchiolitis and 
pneumonia

(Young and Smitherman, 2021)



What is RSV?

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus
• Respiratory virus that often 

causes mild URI symptoms
• Higher risk groups may get 

severe illness
• Older adults
• Infants

• Former Premature Babies
• Chronic Lung Disease
• Chronic Congenital Heart 

Disease
• Neuromuscular Diseases

(PennState Health, 2022)



RSV Vaccine 
Development

• Early vaccine trials failed
• Children primed for more severe disease
• 2 deaths, 80% hospitalization rate

• 1998 Palivizumab (Synagis)- MAB
• High risk groups: premies/at-risk infants
• Monthly injections 
• Limited severe disease

(Ruckwardt, 2023)



RSV Vaccine 
Development

• 2023 Nirsevimab (Beyfortus)- MAB
• Blocks antibodies 50-fold > Synagis
• Clinical trials 77% reduction in hospitalization RSV
• 80% effective against RSV disease for 150 days+

• 2023 RSVpreF (Abrysvo)- vaccine 
• Transplacental passage of antibodies
• 85% reduction in RSV visits
• 92% reduction in severe RSV illness

(Ruckwardt, 2023)



RSV Immunization Eligibility

• Abrysvo
• Pregnant women 32-36 WGA
• September - January

• Beyfortus
• Infants 8 months or younger (October – March)
• Did not or unknown if mom received Abrysvo

during pregnancy
• Infant born < 14 days after mom received Abrysvo

• High risk groups- 2nd dose Beyfortus aged 8-19 
months

• American Indian/Alaskan Native
• Chronic Lung Disease of Prematurity***
• Severe immunocompromise
• Severe cystic fibrosis

(CDC, 2023)



RSV Roll-Out 2023-2024
- May 2023: 
Abrysvo FDA approval

- July 2023: 
Beyfortus FDA approval

- Oct 2023:
CDC urged prioritizing highest risk 
infants for  higher dose

- Insurers- VFC covered immediately, 
private insurance had up to one year

(Branswell, 2023)



Administration: Hospital v. Clinic

Newborns can 
receive Beyfortus 
at birth in hospital

Two doses 
available

< 5 kg, 50 mg dose

> 5 kg, 100 mg 
dose

Last year major 
shortages with 
100 mg dose



2024-2025 RSV Season

• March 2024: CDC in MMWR 
reported 90% effective at 
presenting hospitalization

• July 2024 CDC reported no 
changes to RSV schedule for 
infants and pregnant women

(Branswell, 2024)



Questions?



*Sanofi slides available upon request



NEXT Learning Forum (Virtual Fall Conference)
October 22, 2024
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