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RISK AND 
SAFETY

Distinguish how to 
identify risk and safety 

factors impacting a 
family

COLLABORATE
Learn ways to 

collaborate with DCF

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

PROTECTIVE 
FACTORS

Recognize protective 
factors and how those 

mitigate risk

SUPPORTING 
FAMILIES

Understand role in 
supporting the parent 

or family



W HAT CAN PERINATAL 
PROVIDERS DO?

• Explain confidentiality and 
mandated reporting 
requirements.

• Administer a screening using a 
validated tool

• Willingness to participate in 
treatment

• Supports in place
• Referrals for additional 

assessments or services

Screening for Perinatal 
Substance Use

Evaluate Family Needs



W HEN TO MAKE A REPORT 
TO DCF?

Pregnant 
woman 
using 

substances

Infant 
born 

positive
Parents 

using 
substance

Abuse or 
neglect of 

newborn or 
sibling(s)



 No statute or regulation requiring a report be made.
 Re p ort  shou ld  b e  b ase d  on  safe t y o f t he  in fan t .

 Con sid e r sa fe ty sca lin g for in fan t  goin g h om e
 On a  sca le  of 0 -10  where  10  m eans the  ch ild  is 

com p le te ly sa fe  r ight  now and  0  m eans tha t  if no  ac t ion  
is t aken , the  ch ild  could  b e  se r iously hur t  or  in jured  in  
the  next  d ay or  two where  would  you ra te  th is 
situa t ion?

 Wh at  p rot ec t ive  fac tors d oes t h e  in fan t  h ave?

 Are  th e re  com m un ity sup p ort s or re fe rra ls t h e  h osp it a l 
or d oc tor can  m ake?

 What  risk fac t o rs have  b e e n  id e n t ifie d ?
 Hom elessn ess

 Men ta l Hea lth

 Dom est ic  Violen ce

 Plan  o f Safe  Care  is  no t  re q u ire d

 Rep ort  t o  DCF is req uired  if m ee t s Kansas re gu la t ion .
 KAR 30 -46 -10  d e fin es n eglec t  t o  in c lud e  “Th e  b irt h  of 

an  in fan t  wh o is id en t ified  as b e in g a ffec t ed  b y or 
h avin g with d rawal sym p tom s result in g from  p ren a t a l 
exp osure  t o  a  lega l or an  illega l sub st an ce”

 Exa m p le s: 

 Irrit ab ility;

 Irregula r and  rap id  changes  in  s ta te  of a rousa l; 

 Low b irth  weight ; 

 Prem aturity; 

 Difficu lt ies  with  feed ing d ue  to  a  p oor suck;

 Irregula r s leep -wake  cyc les ; 

 Decreased  or increased  m usc le  tone ;

 Seizures  or t rem ors ; and  

 Phys ica l, d eve lop m enta l, cognit ive , o r em ot iona l d e lay.

 Plan  o f Safe  Care  is  re q u ire d

IPS vs SAI

Infant Positive for Substances Substance Affected Infant



ASSESSMENT & PREVENTION

• Assessments with family
• Service referrals
• Finding decision

Role of the Specialist 
Working with the Family

Support

Engage

Walk 
Along 
Side

Meet them 
where 

they are

Advocate

Refer for 
services



"Children don't grow up in programs...

They grow up in FAMILIES and in 
COMMUNITIES. 

DR. URIE BRONFENBRENNER
Father of Ecological Theory

Cornell University



A preventative approach to child abuse addresses factors shown to 
cause child abuse, rather than focusing exclusively on dealing with it 
when it does  happen.

What does this look like?
SUPPORTING Fam ilie s before the situation rises to the level of needing 
a report to DCF. There is research to support casual link between 
prevention and family engagement strategies, early intervention 
services, and cultural responsiveness in service provision. 

We know how to report child abuse. Do we know how to 
prevent it? Can we be not only m a nda t ed report e rs , but 
consider ourselves support e rs of families.

PERSPECTIVE SHIFT:
SUPPORTING FAMILIES



SUPPORTING FAMILIES

Support  the  fa mily be fore  the  ne e ds e sca la te  to a  
hot line  re port . 

• Wh a t  b a sic su p p or t s  cou ld  you  p r ovid e  t h e  fa m ily?
⚬ Referrals for rent assistance
⚬ Food banks
⚬ Application for medical coverage
⚬ Mental Health resources
⚬ Child Care Aware
⚬ Substance Use resources
⚬ 1-800-CHILDREN

• Ca n  you  p a r t n e r  w it h  o t h e r  com m u n it y su p p or t s?
⚬ Identify who else is working with the family and illicit help
⚬ Rally around the family struggling



RESOURCES: 1-80 0 -CHILDREN

FOR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS, PRESENTATIONS OR 
OTHER INQUIRIES ABOUT 1-800-CHILDREN 

CONTACT SBOONE@KCSL.ORG



Ha rris Fa mily Ca se  Study

• MO and FA reside together
• MO has extensive history of drug use and admitted using methamphetamine week 

prior.
• MO expressed having mental health issues.
• No prenatal care
• Has two older children who’ve been adopted.
• Considering putting the infant up for adoption.
• No concerns with infant at birth
• No information on extended family support.



CASE STUDIES

What are risk factors?

What are safety concerns?

What are protective factors, supports or services?

What referrals could be made for the family?

Discussion on reporting to DCF

How can you partner with DCF?



Pa rke r Fa mily Ca se  Study

• Meconium screen positive for marijuana
• MO denied recent drug use.
• MO received prenatal care.
• No concerns for infant at birth.
• No concerns for MO ability to parent infant.
• MO has all items needed for baby.
• MO has 3 other children in her home



CASE STUDIES

What are risk factors?

What are safety concerns?

What are protective factors, supports or services?

What referrals could be made for the family?

Discussion on reporting to DCF

How can you partner with DCF?



Morga n Fa mily Ca se  Study

• MO tested positive for meth & amphetamines during pregnancy and at infant birth.
• Previously provided D/A resources.
• Limited prenatal care.
• No basic supplies for the infant’s arrival (no car seat, crib, bottles, diapers, etc).
• Does not have custody of 5 older children, reside with grandmother in TX.
• Has not told her parent’s about the pregnancy.
• Does not have connection to community resources.



CASE STUDIES

What are risk factors?

What are safety concerns?

What are protective factors, supports or services?

What referrals could be made for the family?

Discussion on reporting to DCF

How can you partner with DCF?



Arnold Fa mily Ca se  Study

• MO is 9 weeks pregnant.
• Admits to using fentanyl for the past year.
• Currently homeless.
• Discharging from hospital into Mirror, Inc.



CASE STUDIES

What are risk factors?

What are safety concerns?

What are protective factors, supports or services?

What referrals could be made for the family?

Discussion on reporting to DCF

How can you partner with DCF?



Q&A
Questions?



THANK YOU
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